
 
Simple Past und Present Perfect

Gegenüberstellung

Simple Past Present Perfect
Das Simple Past beschreibt

einen abgeschlossenen Vorgang / 
eine abgeschlossene Handlung / 
einen abgeschlossenen Zustand

in der Vergangenheit.

Der Vorgang / die Handlung / der Zustand hat keinen
Bezug zur Gegenwart.

Das simple past ist die Zeitform der Erzählung, des
Berichts (Handlungskette) in der Vergangenheit.

Sehr oft stehen beim simple past Adverbien der Zeit
oder anderen Zeitangaben (yesterday, last month, in 
1899 etc.)

Das Present Perfect bezieht sich auf Vorgänge und 
Situationen in der Vergangenheit.

Wichtig ist hier allerdings nicht der Zeitpunkt des 
Vorgangs oder der Situation sondern dass überhaupt
etwas stattgefunden hat bzw. ein Zustand so 
bestanden hat.

Der Vorgang hat oft Auswirkungen auf die 
Gegenwart.

Oft findet man eher vage Zeitangaben beim Present
Perfect: ever, just, never, often, already, before, 
(not) yet.

Last summer, I went to France.
First I visited Paris.
I saw the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre.
Then I continued to Nice.
There I met my old friend Jacques.
Together we made a trip to St. Tropez.

I've bought a new bike. It's in the garage.
Joan has made a birthday present for her father.
 She will give it to him tomorrow.
We have collected all the waste. The school yard is

clean now.
Have you ever seen a documentary about bees?
I have never been to Namibia.
They have already made their homework. They can

play football now.
She has just taken her medicine. She's fine again.

I saw it last week in the new bike shop.
Nigel:
- And when did you buy it?
Boris:
- I bought it yesterday.

This morning I went to Theresa's by bike. I went 
very fast and I arrived after half an hour.

She was not at home.

Boris:
- Hey, Nigel, I've bought a new mountain bike. Look,

it's state-of-the-art.

But I haven't tested it in rough terrain yet.
Nigel:
- But you have already ridden it on the road?
Boris:
Yes, I have.

Nigel:
- Have you talked to Theresa?
Boris:
- No, I haven't.
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